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Purpose

This briefing is in response to your request for further advice on the possibility of
creating new national memorials to significant disasters.

Recommended action

The Ministry for Culture and Heritage recommends that you:

a  Agree to discuss with the Prime Minister the possibility of creating a national
memorial to the Erebus crash and a further national memorial to Tangiwai, as
part of a potential suite of new memorials marking major civic disasters of the

last 100 years;
@! Disagree

b Sign the attached letter to the Prime Minister

c Note that once the Prime Minister has signalled his willingness to meet, we will

provide speaking points, and if appropriate references to potential 'digital’
memorials online.

Seen by Hon. Maggie Barry ONZM
Minister for Arts, Cuiture & Heritage
Sarah Ingram Hon Maggie Barry ONZM
For Chief Executive Minister for Arts, Culture and Heritage
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Office of Honourable Maggie Barry onzm

MP for North Shore
Minister for Arts, Culture and Heritage

Minister of Conservation
Minister for Seniors

19 JUN 2017

Rt Hon Bill English
Prime Minister
Parliament Buildings

Dear Prime Minister

On 22 February this year you spoke to the nation at the unveiling of the Canterbury
Earthquake National Memorial. | share your views about the importance of the

memorial, and the role it will play in marking the terrible impact of the earthquakes, and
the comfort it will provide.

As the Minister with overall responsibility for government's ongoing interest in the
memorial, | have now given considerable thought to those other disasters that might
merit a national memorial (albeit not necessarily on the same scale). In part this is
because | have had overtures from a number of individuals keen to see a memorial to
the plane crash on Erebus in 1979.

My consideration of this matter also reflects my recent visit to the site of the Tangiwai
railway crash of 1953. This is clearly a place of great meaning for New Zealanders,
given the significance of the disaster within our history. | was pleased to see the work
that is being led by local groups who are keen to ensure that the landscaping, amenities
and interpretation there are appropriate. The Department of Conservation and the
Ministry for Culture and Heritage are, at my request, providing them with support.

| believe there may well be a case for an Erebus memorial, and also a further Tangiwai
memorial at the site where that disaster occurred. These could be established as part of
a broader programme of marking civic disasters of the last hundred years.

The creation of national memorials is highly symbolic. | recognise any decision to
proceed with such memorials would require careful consideration and consultation.

| have asked the Ministry to continue policy work on this matter. However, before

initiating formal consultation, | am keen to seek an in-principle endorsement of from
other Ministers for the concept.

In the first instance, | would be very pleased to receive your own views on the matters
raised in the attached briefing, and look forward to a discussion with you.

Yours sincerely
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Hon Maggie Barry ONZM
Minister for Arts, Culture and Heritage
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