
Budget 2022
Strong Public Media

Overview
A key investment in Budget 2022 is in strengthening Aotearoa New Zealand’s public media and 
ensuring it continues to deliver quality local content and trusted news. The cornerstone of this  
work is the creation of a new, independent, public media entity that is better able to meet the 
challenges of changing audiences, technologies, and global competition. It will provide many of  
the current services of TVNZ and RNZ but be built for the 21st century, so it will be digitally focused 
and multi-platform.

The entity has a mixed funding model and will generate commercial revenue as well as receiving 
Crown funding, making it more financially sustainable and allowing it to better deliver on its public 
media outcomes. The Government will provide half of its estimated operating budget - $200 million 
in Crown funding annually.

Outcomes
Budget 2022 provides $327 million of new Crown funding over three years for the new public media 
entity. This covers its first three years of operation, starting from July 1 next year.

Operational decisions will be made by the new entity, but it will be expected to:  

• provide quality public media content to all New Zealanders, including groups who are currently under-
served or under-represented

• provide independent, trusted, and truthful news as a core service

• use a range of platforms, including current radio and linear TV and those of third parties, to reach 
audiences how they want

• support the Crown’s Te Tiriti obligations and provide Māori stories and perspectives

• outsource production where appropriate to support the independent production of local content

• collaborate with and support the wider New Zealand media sector where appropriate.

Support includes:
• $327 million over three years from July 2023/24 

when the entity will begin operating, through  
to 2025/26

• $40.1 million over four years for change and 
establishment costs

• $1 million annually to Manatū Taonga Ministry 
for Culture and Heritage from 2023/24 for 
monitoring the new entity.


