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INTRODUCTION 

Project Background 

The Ministry for Culture and Heritage is proposing the installation of a memorial known 

as the National Erebus Memorial within Dove Myer Robinson Park, Parnell, Auckland 

(Figure 1-Figure 3).  The legal description of the property is Pt Allot 4 Sec 2 Suburbs of 

Auckland.  The proposed works require earthworks over an area of 422m² for the 

construction of the memorial, access pathway and associated landscape development 

(Figures 3-4).  The works also include the installation of power and water lines which are 

proposed to be installed via trenchless construction at a depth of c.1m below the existing 

ground surface (Figure 5). An access haul road will also be required for construction access 

to the site from Gladstone Road (Figures 3, 4 & 6).  

An archaeological assessment was commissioned by Jacob Bray of The Building 

Intelligence Group to establish whether the proposed installation is likely to impact on 

archaeological values.  This report has been prepared as part of the required assessment of 

effects accompanying a resource consent application under the Resource Management Act 

1991 (RMA) and to identify any requirements under the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere 

Taonga Act 2014 (HNZPTA).  The report will be updated once final development plans 

are available.  Recommendations are made in accordance with statutory requirements. 

Methodology 

The New Zealand Archaeological Association’s (NZAA) site record database (ArchSite), 

Auckland Council’s Cultural Heritage Inventory (CHI), Auckland Unitary Plan Operative 

in Part (AUP OP) schedules and the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga (Heritage NZ) 

New Zealand Heritage List/Rārangi Kōrero were searched for information on sites 

recorded in the vicinity.  Literature and archaeological reports relevant to the area were 

consulted (see Bibliography).  Early survey plans and aerial photographs were checked and 

archival research was undertaken for information relating to past use of the property.   

Visual inspections of the property were conducted on 13 June and 15 July 2019.  The 

ground surface was examined for evidence of former occupation (in the form of shell 

midden, depressions, terracing or other unusual formations within the landscape, or 

indications of 19th century European settlement remains).  Exposed and disturbed soils 

were examined where encountered for evidence of earlier modification, and an 

understanding of the local stratigraphy.  Subsurface testing with a probe and spade was 

carried out within the proposed area of works to determine whether buried archaeological 

deposits could be identified. Photographs were taken to record the topography and features 

of interest. 
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Figure 1.  Map and aerial showing the location of the project area (Studio Pacific Architecture 2019 – 

Provided by Building Intelligence Group 2019) 
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Figure 2.  Proposed Concept Development.  Provided by The Building Intelligence Group 2019 
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Figure 3.  Proposed Erebus Memorial – Erosion and Sediment Control Plan, showing the proposed construction area and haul road alignment (Woods, Sept 2019) 
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Figure 4.  National Erebus Memorial – Proposed Contours Plan (Woods 2019) 
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Figure 5.  National Erebus Memorial – Combined Water & Power Services Site Services Layout (E Cubed November 2019)
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Figure 6.  National Erebus Memorial – Conceptual Haul Road sketch (provided by The Building 

Intelligence Group 2019) 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Bounded to the north and east by its foreshores, Parnell was originally a marine suburb. 

Hills and gullies covered with brushwood and tall bracken defined the Parnell landscape 

prior to European settlement. In 1827 Captain d’Urville, attempting to reach Mt Eden after 

landing at what became known as Judges or St Georges Bay, described the difficulty of the 

terrain around Parnell:  

‘After half an hour of quite inconceivable struggles and extraordinary fatigue, at 

the end of which we had only advanced about two hundred paces, we found 

ourselves in a spot that was so swampy, so entangled with bracken, dry brushwood 

and shrubs, that it was impossible to put one foot in front of another’ (Reed 1955: 

36). 

Unsurprisingly, early Maori and European settlement was concentrated around Parnell’s 

foreshores: Mechanics Bay (Te Taongaroa), St Georges Bay and Judges Bay (Taurarua) 

(Wolfe 2002:130; Reed 1955: 182).  Broad and flat, Mechanics Bay was used as a point of 

arrival by Maori to beach waka (Wolfe 2002: 130).  Nearby Judges Bay (Taurarua) was 

used by Maori as a camping spot. Defended pa were located on the elevated headlands 

extending into the Waitemata Harbour.  The Waipapa Stream, fed from springs in the 

Domain, ran to the sea at Mechanics Bay and provided passage between the settlements 

along its banks (Simpson 2003: 1).  

In 1840 the township of Auckland was founded, purchased from Ngati Whatua by Lt 

Governor Hobson. Parnell, located on the eastern fringes of the early township, comprised 

nearly 500 acres and its first suburban allotments were sold in 1841 (Bonny and Irving 

1998: 3).  These were sections of 3 to 5 acres and fetched £25 to £100 each (Reed 1955: 

178-79). Further lots were offered for sale the following year, with sections of 4 acres sold 

for an average price of £45 14 shillings (Bonny and Irving 1998: 3). Many of the early 

purchasers subdivided the sections for resale.  Robert Tod was one such speculator, who 

christened his allotment for resale (at the top of present day Parnell Rise) ‘Parnell’, 

probably after the prominent Irish Parnell family (ibid.).  The principal roads of the district 

had been defined by 1840, and Parnell Road (known originally as High Street and then 

Manukau Road from 1875-1924) was formed from an old Maori pathway which connected 

the Waitemata and Manukau Harbours (ibid.). 

While exclusive homes were established in St Georges Bay, and magistrates settled at 

Taurarua (subsequently named Judges Bay or Judicial Bay), most early settlement in the 

area earned Parnell the nickname ‘Poor and proud’ (Reed 1955: 180).  In October 1841, 

the new chief justice, Henry Martin and the Attorney General, William Swainson, ‘both 

erected kit-set houses that they had brought from England’ in Taurarua (Foster 2011; 

Figure 7).    

In 1846, Swainson purchased several neighbouring lots at Taurarua from the widow of 

Lieutenant William Hobson.  In 1878, the northern portion of Swainson’s property was 

purchased by Dr John Logan Campbell who ‘subsequently built his notable home 

“Kilbryde” on the promontory’ (The Heritage Studio 2016) which was soon to be called 

Campbells Point.   

Campbell’s new property was reported at the time to have been an exposed promontory 

covered in tea-tree and scrub (Figure 8) located at the foot of Gladstone Road, within what 

is now Dove Myer Robinson Park (Figure 9).  Campbell himself is said to have set about 

clearing bush, planting specimen trees and forming pathways (Wolfe 2013; pathway 
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alignments are shown on the ‘Parnell Field Sheet’ Figure 10).  In c.1880, Campbell sent 

plans that he had drawn for an Italianate style home to the Auckland Architectural firm 

Edward Mahoney & Sons to prepare working drawings.  The works appear to have 

progressed very quickly, as by mid-1881 the house, named ‘Kilbryde’ after his childhood 

home, was ready and the Campbells moved in (Figure 12, Figure 13).   A particular 

attraction of the property for Campbell is said to have been the view down to Taurarua 

(Judge’s Bay), where he had first landed in Auckland in 1840.  Photographs taken during 

the early 1900s show the degree of landscaping that had been undertaken, with what 

appears to be a broad terrace with a large water fountain present on the north-eastern slopes 

(Figure 14, Figure 15) which would have looked over Taurarua.  Campbell continued to 

live on the property until his death in 1912 (Wolfe 2013). 

After Campbell’s death, the northern portion of Campbells Point was secured by the City 

Council as a Reserve, while Kilbryde and the remaining section of land was purchased 

from the trustees of his estate by the Auckland Harbour Board, who hoped to exchange the 

property with that owned by the City Council in order to use the headland for reclamation 

material (Wolfe 2013). 

In 1915, after negotiations with the Harbour Board, the New Zealand Government railways 

submitted a proclamation-plan to the City Council for the taking of land at Campbells Point 

for railway purposes.  The remainder of the Kilbryde Estate (approximately 2 acres) was 

to be vested with the Council (New Zealand Herald, 19/3/1915:9), which was later joined 

with an adjacent purchased property to form what is now Parnell or Dove Myer Robinson 

Park (Wolfe 2013).   

During the late 1910s to mid-1920s, the northern end of Campbells Point was cut down to 

enable the construction of Tamaki Drive, the connection of Gladstone Road to The Strand 

and the construction of the Britomart to Westfield rail line (Salmond Reed 2011).  Figure 

16 shows the original coast alignment and the extent of Campbells Point, which was 

subsequently removed during the 1920s.  Figure 17 and Figure 18 show the earthworks 

being undertaken.    

Despite fierce public opposition, Kilbryde was demolished in 1924, apparently due to 

growing maintenance costs.  At the same time, the City Council proposed the removal of 

certain trees that obstructed the harbour view.  However a large pohutukawa that was sited 

next to Sir John’s house and said to be his favourite, was retained (Wolfe 2013).   
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Figure 7.  John Kinder drawing from 1858 showing Judges Bay, Parnell, with St Stephens Chapel, 

Campbells Point and William Swainson’s house in the centre.  Source:  Auckland Libraries Heritage 

Collections ref. 4-1205 

 

Figure 8. 1860s photograph looking west from St Stephens Chapel, Parnell showing Judges Bay and 

Campbells Point.  Photographer, James Richardson.  Source:  Auckland Libraries Heritage 

Collections ref. 4-546 
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Figure 9. Location of historic house sites in Dove Myer Robinson Park (Foster 2011) 
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Figure 10.  Detail of Parnell Field Sheet No. 34, showing the locations of Kohanga (A), Kilbryde (C) 

and Swainson’s Cottage (D), 1914.  Original Auckland City Map Field Sheets: Parnell Area, 1908-

1917, 503135, AKC 001 Reproductions of Archives 1871-1966, 9d, 9, Auckland Council Archives, 

Auckland, New Zealand.  Source:  The Heritage Studio 2016 
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Figure 11.  1885 photograph by James Richardson looking west from Point Resolution to Campbells 

Point with Sir John Logan Campbell’s house, ‘Kilbryde’.  Source:  Auckland Libraries Heritage 

Collections ref. 4-2690 

 

 

Figure 12.  Looking north showing Sir John Logan Campbell’s house, ‘Kilbryde’ in 1885, 

photographer James Richardson.  Source:  Auckland Libraries Heritage Collections 4-2689 
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Figure 13.  Sir John Logan Campbell outside his home, Kilbryde, October 1905.  Henry Winkleman 

photograph.  Source:  Auckland Libraries Heritage Collections ref. 1-W1947 

 

Figure 14.  Circa 1900s photograph showing view looking northeast from Campbells Point, with Sir 

John Logan Campbell sitting in his garden – appearing to look towards Taurarua/Judges Bay.  

Photographer, A. N. Breckon.  Source:  Auckland Libraries Heritage Collections ref. 7-A4580 
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Figure 15.  1911 photograph entitled ‘New Zealand’s greatest and most progressive city: Auckland 

Harbour, as seen from Campbell’s Point’.  Photographer, A. N. Breckon.  Source:  Auckland Libraries 

Heritage Collections ref. AWNS-19110615-9-2 
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Figure 16.  Map showing the 1840-2011 landscape with the original historic coastline shown in blue.  

Source:  Salmond Reed 2011 
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Figure 17.  1919 photograph looking north across the harbour to the North Shore showing the first 

stages of Campbells Point being graded to reclaim St Georges Bay.  Source:  Auckland Libraries 

Heritage Images ref. 1-W481 

 

 

Figure 18.  1927 photograph ‘showing me breaking down Campbell’s Point for the new railway outlet’.  

Henry Winkelmann photograph.  Auckland Libraries Heritage Images ref. 1-W1858 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

There are currently two archaeological sites recorded on Campbells Point.  The sites 

comprise Mataherehere Pa (R11/84) and the site of John Logan Campbell’s ‘Kilbryde’ 

house (R11/2681) (Figure 19, Figure 20).  These are discussed in detail below. 

Mataherehere Pa (R11/84; CHI 9041): the site is the location of Mataherehere Pa, which 

was located on the northern end of what was later to be called Campbells Point.  The site 

appears to have been largely or completely destroyed when the headland was cut down 

during the late 1910s/20s.   No archaeological remains of the pa have been previously 

identified, however there is potential for subsurface remains within the area.   Shell midden 

deposits associated with pre-1900 Maori occupation and potentially also with the pa are 

evident within Taurarua (Judges Bay) to the east (R11/1403, R11/1448, R11/1726 and 

R11/2684) (see Figure 19). 

Kilbryde House (R11/2681; CHI 20023):  This site record marks the site of the former 

‘Kilbryde’ House designed by and built for Sir John Logan Campbell in 1881 and 

demolished in 1924.  The house was located to the west of the proposed area of works (see 

Figure 20), however Campbell’s landscaped gardens almost certainly extended over the 

current project area.   

No other archaeological sites are currently recorded within immediate proximity to the 

proposed area of works.  Sites recorded within the wider area include a shell midden deposit 

(R11/1403) noted eroding out of a small bank on the northern side of the track in 1994, 

c.40m SSE of the current project area (Figure 19-Figure 21).  No in-situ remains have 

previously been identified (NZAA SRF; Foster 2011).   

Other sites include shell midden deposits (R11/1726 & R11/2684) located on either side of 

Judges Bay Road and the former location of Swainson’s House (R11/2680), all of which 

are located some distance south-east of the current project area (Figure 19, Figure 20).     
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Figure 19.  NZ Archaeological Association map showing the locations of recorded archaeological sites 

within close proximity to the proposed project area (approximate location marked with a star).  

Source:  NZAA ArchSite 2019 
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Figure 20. Aerial showing distribution of archaeological sites (red circles), heritage structures (blue 

squares), maritime sites (purple circles) and heritage trees (green triangles) recorded within the 

Auckland Council CHI.  The project area is circled.  Source:  Auckland Council Geomaps 2019 

 

  

Figure 21.  Detail of plan from NZAA Site Record showing the location of R11/1403 in relation to the 

current project area (approximate area circled) 
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HISTORICAL SURVEY 

Information from Early Maps and Plans 

The ‘City and Suburbs of Auckland’ map dating to 1886 shows the Mataherehere headland, 

or Campbells Point, as it was prior to its northern end being cut down during the late 

1910s/20s (Figure 22).  No further descriptive information is shown.   

The original city field map sheets for Parnell showing the roads, private properties, site 

plans etc. dated to 1916 show the location of Kilbryde House, driveway access, pathway 

alignments and other landscape features (Figure 23).  Many of the pathway alignments 

have remained unchanged since this time.  Of particular interest is the presence of a 

concrete pond (likely the concrete fountain evident in early photographs) and glass house 

within the general project area (Figure 24).    

 

 

Figure 22.  Detail of ‘The City and Suburbs of Auckland’ map, compiled and drawn by C. Palmer, 

1886.  ‘Campbells Point’ is marked with an arrow.  Source:  Auckland Libraries Heritage Images ref. 

NZ Map 2594 
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Figure 23.  Parnell Field Sheet No. 34, sheet 1 (1916).  Kilbryde is marked with an arrow; area outlined 

in red is shown in detail below.  Source:  Auckland Council Archives ref. ACC 015 4058-34a 
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Figure 24.  Detail of Parnell Field Sheet No. 34, sheet 1 (1916) showing a pond, glasshouse and possible 

additional track alignment (marked with arrow).  The general current project area is outlined.  Source:  

Auckland Council Archives ref. ACC 015 4058-34a 
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Information from Early Aerials 

An early aerial photograph from 1940 shows that Kilbryde had long since been demolished 

(Figure 25).  Many of the pathway alignments that are shown on the 1916 plan (Figure 23) 

are evident, but appear to have grown over or not been formalised.    By 1950, very little 

had changed, although the pathway alignments appear clearly and may have been sealed 

by this time (Figure 26). 

 

 

Figure 25.  Detail of 1940 aerial photograph.  The site of the former Kilbryde house is marked with a 

white arrow and the general current project area is circled in red.  Aerial source:  Retrolens ref. SN146-

64-13 
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Figure 26.  Detail of 1950 aerial photograph.  The site of the former Kilbryde house is marked with a 

white arrow and the general current project area is circled in red.  Aerial source:  Retrolens ref. SN583-

1917-31 
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FIELD ASSESSMENT 

Field Survey Results 

A field assessment of the proposed memorial location was undertaken on 13 June 2019.  

Further assessment of the proposed temporary haul road was undertaken on 15 July 2019.  

Results of the field assessments are summarised below.  A geophysical survey of the 

proposed memorial location and temporary haul road was also undertaken in September 

2019 and the results of this are also summarised below. 

 

Proposed Memorial Location 

The landscape for the proposed memorial encompasses two large lateral terraces 

descending to the northeast below the former location of Kilbryde House (Figure 27–Figure 

29).  Mature trees are located around the periphery.   

The upper terrace is relatively level over a distance of c.50m, ranges from around 10-15m 

wide and is backed by a well-defined c.2m high artificial scarp.  There is a formal path 

running along the base of the back scarp which aligns with that shown on the 1916 historic 

plans.  The lower terrace is narrower (c.4-5m in width), slopes gently away to the southeast 

and has a gentle rolling back riser with no appreciable scarp over a distance of c.55m.   

It is likely that the terracing was a result of landscaping of the property during Campbell’s 

ownership in the late 19th or early 20th century, although modification to the lower terrace 

may have occurred over later years during excavation of the point in the late 1910s/20s or 

development of the park in the 1920s.  The historic 1916 Parnell Field Sheet plan (Figure 

23) shows the location of a concrete pond and a glass house along the upper terrace (Figure 

29).  The pond appears to have been located where the flame tree currently is (Figure 30), 

and is likely to be the same pond evident in historic photographs shown in Figure 14 (and 

Figure 30) and Figure 15. 

Subsurface testing within the proposed area of works along both terraces identified a mixed 

fill with fragments of historic material including brick, concrete and olive bottle glass 

identified across the area (Figure 31, Figure 32).   

 

Proposed Access Haul Road 

A temporary haul road is proposed to provide access to the construction site from Gladstone 

Road.  The alignment shown on Figure 29 is the only possible land vehicle access to the 

site.  The alignment of the access road passes over the site of Campbell’s Kilbryde house 

(Figure 26).   

This area was probed to provide some information on potential surviving subsurface 

features.  Patches of subsurface gravelly/gritty material were identified over much of the 

site of the former house at c.20cm below the existing ground level.  Small seemingly 

isolated areas of what are likely intact subsurface building foundations were identified 

through probing close to and beneath the dripline of the large pohutukawa located to the 

east of the proposed access road (within the footprint of the former house; Figure 29).  

Again, these were identified c.20cm below the existing ground level.   

In summary, the site assessment identified patchy subsurface remains within the Kilbryde 

house site.  No substantial or extensive foundation remains were identified through 
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probing.  The remains also appear to be located beneath a c.20cm thick layer of topsoil 

which may have been imported onto the site as part of the restoration works on the site 

after the demolition of the house.     

 

 

Figure 27.  View looking over the proposed memorial site showing the broad landscaped terraces 

 

 

 

Figure 28.  View looking northwest over the terraces and proposed area of works 
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Figure 29.  Detail of Parnell Field Sheet No. 34, sheet 1 (1916) overlaid onto a modern aerial photograph 

showing existing path alignments which correspond largely with those illustrated on the 1916 plan.  

The location and approximate extent of the current proposed area of earthworks is outlined in red; the 

approximate alignment of the proposed temporary access road is shown in yellow (large dashed line; 

alternative route in small dash); while adjacent historic landscape features are labelled; the 

approximate alignment of the two lateral terraces discussed in the text are also labelled.  Plan source:  

Auckland Council Archives ref. ACC 015 4058-34a; aerial source:  Auckland Council Geomaps 2019 
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Figure 30.  Two photos taken from a similar location looking north-northeast over the landscaped back 

scarp of the top terrace.  The top image is from c.1900s (see Figure 14 for reference information).  The 

fountain appears to have been located within the approximate location of the flame tree visible in the 

centre of the lower image 
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Figure 31.  Example of test pit with brick fragments in mixed soil 

 

Figure 32.  Fragments of crumbly concrete identified within test pits.  This test pit was located towards 

the northern end of the project area on the lower terrace 
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Geophysical Survey 

A geophysical survey of the project area was undertaken by Matt Watson of Scantec in 

association with Clough & Associates at the request of The Building Intelligence Group.  

The survey utilised a combination of high resolution 3D-GPR (Ground Penetrating Radar) 

(used mainly within the proposed area of earthworks) and magnetic gradiometer (GSM-

19) to determine if subsurface archaeological features could be identified within the 

proposed area of works and to determine if the foundations of Kilbryde House could be 

identified (Watson 2019).   

The results of the 3D GPR were found to be the most informative for the site, showing the 

location of an oval shaped buried structure (the concrete pond previously discussed) and 

possible drainage lines or garden walls within the area of the proposed memorial (Figure 

33, Figure 34).  The concrete pond was identified at depths of 0.5-1.5m below the existing 

ground surface in the vicinity of the existing flame tree (Watson 2019).   

Also identified were what are likely to be building foundations for the former Kilbryde 

House located over an area of c.30 x 15m, along the location of the proposed haul road 

(Figure 33, Figure 34).  An Authority under Section 56 of the Heritage NZ Pouhere Taonga 

Act is required to ground truth these features.   
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Figure 33.      3D Ground Penetrating Radar and Magnetometer Results (Scantec 2019)
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Figure 34.  Detail of project plan overlaid with the location of the pond and Kilbryde House foundations 

as per the results of the geophysical survey.   
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DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 

Summary of Results 

The proposed works are located within immediate proximity to two previously recorded 

archaeological sites (Mataherehere Pa R11/84 and the site of Kilbryde House R11/2681).  

No archaeological remains associated with Mataherehere Pa were identified (or have 

previously been identified) within the proposed area of works; however, there remains 

potential for subsurface archaeological features/deposits associated with the site and more 

generally to pre-European Maori occupation to be present within the project area and 

surrounds.    

The proposed works are located across two broad lateral terraces that are likely to be 

associated with the late 19th or early 20th century landscaping works undertaken by Sir 

John Logan Campbell within his ‘Kilbryde’ property.  Testing across the terraces identified 

fragmented historic material including brick, concrete and bottle glass.  Subsequent 

geophysical survey also identified the location of the historic concrete pond in the location 

of the existing flame tree.  The features have been included within the site record for 

R11/2681.    

A proposed temporary vehicle access road for the construction of the memorial passes 

across the footprint of the former Kilbryde house.  Minor subsurface testing across this area 

identified patchy subsurface remains beneath and around the alignment of the proposed 

access road.  Subsequent geophysical survey also identified likely foundation remains of 

the house within this area.   

Maori Cultural Values 

This is an assessment of archaeological values and does not include an assessment of Maori 

cultural values.  Such assessments should only be made by the tangata whenua.  Maori 

cultural concerns may encompass a wider range of values than those associated with 

archaeological sites.   

The historical association of the general area with the tangata whenua is evident from the 

recorded sites, traditional histories and known Maori place names. 

Survey Limitations 

It should be noted that archaeological survey techniques (based on visual inspection and 

minor sub-surface testing) cannot necessarily identify all sub-surface archaeological 

features, or detect wahi tapu and other sites of traditional significance to Maori, especially 

where these have no physical remains. 

Archaeological Value and Significance 

The Auckland Unitary Plan Operative in Part (AUP OP) identifies several criteria for 

evaluating the significance of historic heritage places.  In addition, Heritage NZ, has 

provided guidelines setting out criteria that are specific to archaeological sites (condition, 

rarity, contextual value, information potential, amenity value and cultural associations) 

(Heritage NZ 2006: 9-10).  Both sets of criteria have been used to evaluate the value and 

significance of the archaeological site R11/2681 (Kilbryde) (see Table 1 and Table 2). 
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Mataherehere Pa (R11/84) has not been assessed as there are no known archaeological 

remains of the site. 

The archaeological value of sites relates mainly to their information potential, that is, the 

extent to which they can provide evidence relating to local, regional and national history 

using archaeological investigation techniques, and the research questions to which the site 

could contribute.  The surviving extent, complexity and condition of sites are the main 

factors in their ability to provide information through archaeological investigation.  For 

example, generally pa are more complex sites and have higher information potential than 

small midden (unless of early date).  Archaeological value also includes contextual 

(heritage landscape) value.  Archaeological sites may also have other historic heritage 

values including historical, architectural, technological, cultural, aesthetic, scientific, 

social, spiritual, traditional and amenity values. 

Overall, site R11/2681 is considered to have high archaeological and wider historic 

heritage value based on its historical associations with Sir John Logan Campbell, 

knowledge potential and contextual values.  The site also retains moderate-considerable 

social and aesthetic values.   

 

Table 1.  Assessment of the historic heritage significance of site R11/2681 based on the criteria in the 

AUP OP (Chapter B5.2.2)  

Criterion Comment Significance 

Evaluation 

a) historical: The place reflects important 

or representative aspects of national, 

regional or local history, or is associated 

with an important event, person, group of 

people or idea or early period of 

settlement within New Zealand, the 

region or locality 

The site is directly associated with 

Sir John Logan Campbell – a 

prominent public figure in New 

Zealand from the mid-19th century 

to the early 20th century.  

Considerable 

b) social: The place has a strong or special 

association with, or is held in high esteem 

by, a community or cultural group for its 

symbolic, spiritual, commemorative, 

traditional or other cultural value 

The site of Kilbryde house is 

generally well known by the local 

Parnell community and heritage 

groups.  The site was also held in 

high esteem by Aucklanders during 

the period of Campbell’s residence 

there. 

Moderate-

Considerable 

c) Mana Whenua: The place has a strong 

or special association with, or is held in 

high esteem by, Mana Whenua for its 

symbolic, spiritual, commemorative, 

traditional or other cultural value 

To be determined by mana whenua.  

This was the site of a former pa 

(R11/84), although no 

archaeological remains are known to 

have survived. 

Not assessed.   

d) knowledge: The place has potential to 

provide knowledge through scientific or 

scholarly study or to contribute to an 

understanding of the cultural or natural 

history of New Zealand, the region, or 

locality 

The site has the potential to provide 

information through archaeological 

investigation relating to the late 19th 

century to early 20th century 

development of the property, the 

construction of Kilbryde and the 

landscaping design of a well-known 

and well-regarded property during 

this period.  The site also has 

significant potential to provide 

information through archaeological 

investigation relating to the 

Moderate -

Considerable 
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Criterion Comment Significance 

Evaluation 

domestic life of Campbell and his 

family. 

The information potential of the 

proposed works area is however 

likely limited to the area of 

landscaping to the east of the house 

site.   

e) technology: The place demonstrates 

technical accomplishment, innovation or 

achievement in its structure, construction, 

components or use of materials 

‘Kilbryde’ House has long since 

been demolished and the remaining 

site does not demonstrate any 

known technical accomplishment. 

Unknown 

f) physical attributes: The place is a 

notable or representative example of a 

type, design or style, method of 

construction, craftsmanship or use of 

materials or the work of a notable 

architect, designer, engineer or builder; 

The house, which was built in the 

Italianate style has long since been 

demolished.  The significance of the 

landscape design should be 

determined by a landscape 

architect/historian. 

Not assessed.  The 

significance of the 

remaining 

landscape should be 

determined by a 

landscape 

architect/historian. 

g) aesthetic: The place is notable or 

distinctive for its aesthetic, visual, or 

landmark qualities 

The site is notable for its distinctive 

visual and landmark qualities, 

although these have been 

significantly altered through the 

destruction of the northern end of 

the point.   

Moderate-

Considerable 

h) context: The place contributes to or is 

associated with a wider historical or 

cultural context, streetscape, townscape, 

landscape or setting 

The site contributes in a significant 

way to the 19th and early 20th 

century historical landscape of 

Parnell and Auckland.   

Considerable 

 

 

Table 2.  Assessment of the archaeological values of site R11/2681 based on Heritage NZ criteria 

(Heritage NZ 2006: 9-10) 

Value Assessment 

Condition Despite the destruction of the house in the 1920s, the site remains in fair 

condition.  Many of the landscape features are still present, including the 

pathway alignments and terracing.  Subsurface remains of the house, pathways 

and other landscape features are likely to remain at least partially intact.   

Rarity Properties such as this, dating to the late 19th century and associated with 

wealthy settlers are not particularly rare within the area.  Many grand houses 

with extensive landscaping were constructed during this period in different parts 

of Auckland, including the adjacent suburb of Remuera.  The property is, 

however, the site of one of only three houses that Campbell lived in during his 

time in Auckland.  The first was Acacia Cottage located at Commercial Bay and 

later moved to Cornwall Park, the second was the Logan Bank Cottage located 

on Anzac Avenue (previously Jermyn Street) and the third was ‘Kilbryde’.   

Contextual value The site contributes in a significant way to the late 19th century historic 

residential landscape of the Parnell and wider Auckland area.  The property was 

well known within the area and many grieved over the demolition of the house 

in the 1920s (Wolfe 2013).   

Information potential The site has the potential to provide considerable information through 

archaeological investigation relating to the late 19th century to early 20th 

century development of the property, the construction of Kilbryde and the 

landscaping design of a well-known and well-regarded property during this 
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Value Assessment 

period.  The site also has significant potential to provide information through 

archaeological investigation relating to the domestic life of Campbell and his 

family. 

Amenity value The site retains good amenity values and potential, being located within a 

popular park within central Auckland.  Although the house was demolished 

many years ago, landscaping features including the pathway design are still 

evident.  There is currently very little signage within the Park to provide 

information on the former location of Kilbryde, extant landscape features or 

significant trees.   

Cultural associations The site is associated with late 19th century European occupation and more 

directly to the Campbell family.   

Other The site also has considerable historical and social value (see Table 1). The 

property also has landscape heritage values – to be determined by a landscape 

architect/heritage specialist. 

 

Effects of the Proposal 

The proposed construction area includes cut and fill earthworks over an area of c.422m² 

across the two lateral landscaped terraces to the east of the former site of ‘Kilbryde’ that 

have been recorded as part of site R11/2681.  The excavation works within this area will 

effectively modify/destroy or bury <50% of the landscape features.  The works will likely 

uncover evidence of the initial terrace formation, foundations of the concrete pond and 

evidence of earlier landscape features (potentially water pipes, garden walls etc. as 

identified as a result of the geophysical survey) (Figure 35).   

The proposed haul road passes over the area identified as the location of Kilbryde House 

(Figure 36).  Plans for the development of the proposed temporary access haul road have 

been engineered to avoid or minimise any impacts on subsurface archaeological features 

within this area.  Haul roads vary in thickness and integrity based on their performance 

objectives for each project. In this case, with the intention to reduce load and impact on 

potential subsurface archaeological remains and to protect tree roots, a concept haul road 

with a defensive design has been adopted.  The haul road is proposed to be built up over 

the existing topsoil with a layer of either compacted sand/mulch or thick geotextile to be 

laid along the proposed haul road alignment, a c.400mm layer of hard fill would then be 

laid on top of the base layer.  Where there are no archaeological or heritage control areas, 

a thinner haul road (less belts and braces) without geogrid reinforcement may be 

constructed. This can be monitored and topped up with hard-fill where required during 

construction (Bray pers. Comm. 2019).   While efforts have been taken through design of 

the haul road to avoid impacting on the ground surface and subsurface within the identified 

area of Kilbryde House, we have been advised that some compaction should still be 

expected which could affect subsurface archaeological remains.     

The installation of power and water lines is proposed to be undertaken through trenchless 

methods at a depth of 1m below the existing ground surface.  The alignment of the 

pipes/conduit run parallel and close to the western boundary of the Park before heading 

around to the east to connect to the proposed new memorial site.  Within this area, the 

alignment crosses through the southern edge of the pond structure.  While trenchless 

methods at a depth of c.1m below the ground surface would generally be below the level 

where many archaeological deposits/features would be expected, in this situation, the 
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works would likely impact on the foundation remains of the concrete pond (Figure 35) 

which was identified through GPR to a depth of c.1.5m.  

There is also some potential for previously unidentified archaeological remains associated 

with the pre-European Maori occupation of the headland and Mataherehere Pa (R11/84) to 

be present within the project area.   

Archaeological features and remains can take the form of burnt and fire cracked stones, 

charcoal, rubbish heaps including shell, bone and/or 19th century glass and crockery, 

ditches, banks, pits, old building foundations, artefacts of Maori and early European origin 

or human burials.  

 

Figure 35.  Detail of the GIS overlay showing the proposed area of works for the memorial in relation 

to the results of the GPR testing showing the pond (yellow/red oval structure) and alignments that are 

possibly pipes or garden walls (also shown in yellow/red) 
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Figure 36.  GIS overlay showing the results of the GPR work in relation to the proposed areas of works.  

The proposed utilities alignments are shown in black while the proposed haul road alignment is shown 

in blue.   

 

Resource Management Act 1991 Requirements 

Section 6 of the RMA recognises as matters of national importance: ‘the relationship of 

Maori and their culture and traditions with their ancestral lands, water, sites, waahi tapu, 

and other taonga’ (S6(e)); and ‘the protection of historic heritage from inappropriate 

subdivision, use, and development’ (S6(f)). 

All persons exercising functions and powers under the RMA are required under Section 6 

to recognise and provide for these matters of national importance when ‘managing the use, 

development and protection of natural and physical resources’. There is a duty to avoid, 

remedy, or mitigate any adverse effects on the environment arising from an activity (S17), 

including historic heritage.   
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Historic heritage is defined (S2) as ‘those natural and physical resources that contribute to 

an understanding and appreciation of New Zealand’s history and cultures, deriving from 

any of the following qualities: (i) archaeological; (ii) architectural; (iii) cultural; (iv) 

historic; (v) scientific; (vi) technological’.  Historic heritage includes: ‘(i) historic sites, 

structures, places, and areas; (ii) archaeological sites; (iii) sites of significance to Maori, 

including wahi tapu; (iv) surroundings associated with the natural and physical resources’. 

Regional, district and local plans contain sections that help to identify, protect and manage 

archaeological and other heritage sites. The plans are prepared under the rules of the RMA.  

The Auckland Unitary Plan Operative in Part 2016 (AUP OP) is relevant to the proposed 

activity. 

This assessment has established that the proposed activity will likely modify landscape 

features associated with site R11/2681, and this requires further assessment by a landscape 

architect.  This site is not scheduled on the AUP OP.  The proposed activity also has the 

potential to affect unidentified subsurface archaeological remains that may be exposed 

during development.  Any effects on archaeological deposits or features can be 

appropriately mitigated through archaeological investigation and recording to recover 

information relating to the history of the site.   

If resource consent is granted, it is recommended that a condition requiring archaeological 

monitoring and investigation of the project area is included.  It is also recommended that 

an advice note regarding the provisions of the HNZPTA is included, as an Authority under 

that Act will be required for any modification and investigation of archaeological remains. 

 

Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 
Requirements 

In addition to any requirements under the RMA, the HNZPTA protects all archaeological 

sites whether recorded or not, and they may not be damaged or destroyed unless an 

Authority to modify an archaeological site has been issued by Heritage NZ (Section 42).   

An archaeological site is defined by the HNZPTA Section 6 as follows: 

‘archaeological site means, subject to section 42(3), –  

(a) any place in New Zealand, including any building or structure (or part of a 

building or structure) that –  

   (i) was associated with human activity that occurred before 1900 or is the site of 

the wreck of any vessel where the wreck occurred before 19001; and 

  (ii) provides or may provide, through investigation by archaeological methods, 

evidence relating to the history of New Zealand; and   

(b) includes a site for which a declaration is made under section 43(1)’  

Under Section 43(1) a place post-dating 1900 (including the site of a wreck that occurred 

after 1900) that could provide ‘significant evidence relating to the historical and cultural 

heritage of New Zealand’ can be declared by Heritage NZ to be an archaeological site. 

                                                 
1 Under Section 42(3) an Authority is not required to permit work on a pre-1900 building unless the 

building is to be demolished. 
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Authorities to modify archaeological sites can be applied for either in respect to 

archaeological sites within a specified area of land (Section 44(a)), or to modify a specific 

archaeological site where the effects will be no more than minor (Section 44(b)), or for the 

purpose of conducting a scientific investigation (Section 44(c)).  Applications that relate to 

sites of Maori interest require consultation with (and in the case of scientific investigations 

the consent of) the appropriate iwi or hapu and are subject to the recommendations of the 

Maori Heritage Council of Heritage NZ. In addition, an application may be made to carry 

out an exploratory investigation of any site or locality under Section 56, to confirm the 

presence, extent and nature of a site or suspected site. 

As the proposed development, will affect site R11/2681, an Authority must be obtained 

from Heritage NZ before any work can be carried out that may affect the site.  The 

conditions of the authority are likely to include archaeological monitoring of works and the 

recording/investigation of any remains affected. 

Conclusions 

The proposed works are located within the identified extent of site R11/2681 – the 19th 

century property of Sir John Logan Campbell.  The site is not scheduled within the AUP 

OP.  The proposed works will considerably modify a section of two lateral terraces, which 

are likely to be part of the late 19th century / early 20th century landscaping of the property.  

The proposed temporary haul road has been designed to be built up above the surface to 

avoid or minimise impacts on subsurface archaeological remains that have been interpreted 

as the foundation remains of Kilbryde House wherever possible.   

Mataherehere Pa (R11/84) was also located on the former headland and although there are 

no known archaeological remains associated with the pa, it is possible that subsurface 

remains relating to Maori occupation may be exposed by the proposed works.  

As the proposed works will affect features identified as part R11/2681, an Authority under 

the Heritage NZ Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 must be obtained prior to the start of works.   
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

 As the proposal will modify landscape features associated with site R11/2681 (the site of 

John Logan Campbell’s house ‘Kilbryde’) further assessment should be undertaken by a 

landscape architect. 

 If the installation of the monument proceeds in the proposed location, an Authority 
to modify site R11/2681 must be applied for under Section 44(a) of the HNZPTA 

and granted by Heritage NZ prior to the start of works. (Note that this is a legal 

requirement). 

 Because it is possible that additional unrecorded sites (potentially associated with 
pre-European Maori occupation) may be exposed during earthworks, the Authority 

application should include any additional sites that may be discovered when works 

are under way. 

 The affected portion of R11/2681 should be investigated prior to construction works 

being undertaken.  Subsequent earthworks required for construction should then be 

monitored by an archaeologist to establish whether any unrecorded subsurface 

remains are present. 

 If subsurface archaeological evidence should be unearthed during works (e.g. intact 
shell midden, hangi, storage pits relating to Maori occupation, or features relating to 

19th century European occupation), or if human remains should be discovered, the 

Accidental Discovery Rule (section E.12.6.1 of the AUP OP) must be followed.  This 

requires that work ceases within 20m of the discovery and that the Auckland Council, 

Heritage NZ, Mana Whenua and (in the case of human remains) the NZ Police are 

notified. The relevant authorities will then determine the actions required.  

 Since the proposed installation is in the vicinity of the former Mataherehere Pa 

(R11/84), the tangata whenua should be consulted regarding the cultural effects of 

the proposal.  

 



   

 

November 2019 Parnell, Erebus Memorial – Archaeological Assessment 43 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Auckland Council Cultural Heritage Inventory, accessed at http://maps.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz and 

https://chi.org.nz. 

Bonny, S. and E. Irving.  1998.  Early Parnell.  Friends of Parnell Library. 

Bray, J.  2019.  Personal communications regarding engineering of the proposed haul road.   

Engeo.  2019.  Geotechnical Investigation: Dove Myer Robinson Park, Parnell, Auckland.  Unpublished 

report prepared for the Ministry of Culture and Heritage.   

Foster, R.  2011.  Proposed Amenities Upgrade: Dove Meyer Robinson Park, Judges Bay, Parnell.  

Archaeological Assessment.  Russell Foster & Associates report prepared for Auckland Council.  

Heritage NZ. 2006. Writing Archaeological Assessments. Archaeological Guidelines Series No. 2. New 

Zealand Historic Places Trust Pouhere Taonga (now Heritage NZ). 

Hirtzell, D.  2012.  Historic ‘Kilbryde’ Mansion, Parnell, Auckland, NZ.  3D Graphic Reconstruction 

accessed at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zHX9nCDuFMc (26/6/2019)  

Judge, C., B. Pick, Z. Burnett and R. Clough.  2011.  Geyser Development Site, 98-106 Parnell Road, Parnell: 

Archaeological Monitoring and Investigation of Site R11/2537.  Clough & Associates report 

prepared for Samson Corporation Ltd.   

New Zealand Archaeological Association ArchSite Database, accessible at http://www.archsite.org.nz. 

Reed, A.W. 1955. Auckland: The City of the Seas. A.H. & A.W. Reed, Wellington. 

Salmond Reed Architects.  2011.  The Auckland Waterfront:  Heritage Study.  Salmond Reed Architects 

report prepared for Waterfront Auckland.   

Simpson, R. 2003. The Waipapa – Parnell’s Lost Stream. R. Simpson, Auckland. 

Stone, R.C.J. 2001. From Tamaki-Makau-Rau to Auckland. Auckland University Press, Auckland. 

The Heritage Studio.  2016.  Heritage Assessment: Kohanga (former), 85-87 Gladstone Road and part of 2 

Judges Bay Road, Parnell.  Heritage Studio report prepared for Auckland Council.   

Watson, M.  2019.  Geophysical Survey, Erebus Memorial, Dove-Myer Robinson Park, Parnell.  ScanTec 

report prepared for Clough & Associates Ltd.   

Wilkinson, M., I. Osman and W. Barnicoat.  1990.  Stories of Parnell.  Knox Centre Trust.   

Wolfe, R. 2002. Auckland: A Pictorial History. Random House, Auckland. 

Wolfe, R.  2013.  New Zealand’s Lost Heritage: The stories behind our forgotten landmarks.  New Holland 

Publishers, N.Z. Ltd. 

 

Newspapers: 

New Zealand Herald, 19 March 1915 

http://maps.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/
https://chi.org.nz/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zHX9nCDuFMc
http://www.archsite.org.nz/


   

 

November 2019 Parnell, Erebus Memorial – Archaeological Assessment 44 
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