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Message from Hon Meka Whaitiri, Minister for Veterans 

 
 
 
E rere nei aku whakamānawa ki ngā ika a Whiro, ki ngā mate e iri nei ki te rangi. 

Tēnā tātou. 

 

Acknowledgments foremost to our veterans, and to those who have passed and rest 

now in the sky above. Greetings all. 

  
Today, on the 58th anniversary of the establishment of the Federation of Malaysia, we 
remember the brave contribution of the New Zealand Armed Forces to achieving 
peace in Malaya and Malaysia. 
 
It is disappointing that the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has prevented our 
veterans from attending a commemoration in their honour this year. So, I want to firstly 
pay tribute to all veterans of the Malaya/Malaysian operations, wherever they reside, 
and to their families and whānau. I recognise those who lost their lives in service, and 
those who have since passed.  
 
This year marks the 55th anniversary of the ceasefire between Malaysia and 
Indonesia, with the signing of the peace treaty that ended the Confrontation on 11 
August 1966. The 1st Battalion, Royal New Zealand Infantry Regiment completed its 
withdrawal from Borneo in October of that year. 
 
Approximately 4000 New Zealanders served in Malaya and Malaysia. Initially they 
served with British units, including the Far East Strategic Reserve, as part of the 
Commonwealth response to the Malayan Emergency, which lasted from 1948 to 1960. 
 
From 1964 to 1966 New Zealanders assisted the new federated state of Malaysia 
during the Confrontation Campaign.  
 
All New Zealanders were volunteers in both campaigns. They served on land, in the 
air and on the sea, in the Royal New Zealand Infantry Regiment, the New Zealand 
Special Air Service, the Royal New Zealand Air Force and the Royal New Zealand 
Navy. 
 
All services played an important role, responding to unique challenges such as the 
RNZAF’s supply drops, and insertions and extractions of personnel in difficult terrain. 
 
Among the casualties in Malaya were an RNZAF crew and passengers, who were 
tragically killed in an air accident in 1956 during a supply dropping mission when their 
Bristol Freighter flew into a mountain. 
 
A notable naval event of the Confrontation took place 55 years ago, in 1966, when 
HMNZS Hickleton returned fire on a high-speed sampan carrying armed infiltrators in 



the approaches to Singapore. This was the first engagement of gunfire with an enemy 
by a Royal New Zealand Navy ship since the Korean War. 
 
New Zealand’s experience in Malaya and Malaysia signified a milestone in our military 
history. This was the last conflict in which New Zealand forces would operate as part 
of British Commonwealth forces, and it heralded the beginning of New Zealand’s own 
longstanding commitment to supporting peace and stability in South East Asia. 
 
The time New Zealanders spent in Malaya/Malaysia and the contacts they made have 
contributed to the long-term friendship our nation has with this part of the world. 
 
While all conflict is a product of its time, and political landscapes have vastly changed 
since 1966, these friendships remain. What also endures is the experience of those 
involved, and the effects their service had on them and their families. 
 
Today let our thoughts go to the families of those service personnel who lost their lives 
in operational service and subsequently. Time may pass, but the pain of losing loved 
ones does not diminish.  
 
A poignant but welcome homecoming occurred in 2018 through the New Zealand 
Defence Force Te Auraki repatriation project, with the help of the Malaysian Armed 
Forces, and today these New Zealanders rest in the soil of their homeland.  
 
Although we cannot gather together today at our national place of remembrance, 
Pukeahu, we are still united in our reflection. In doing so we honour those who took 
part in the Malayan/Malaysian conflict. 

 
As a small country and a dedicated member of the Commonwealth, New Zealand 
made a significant contribution to international endeavours. In difficult conditions, our 
service personnel responded with honour and courage, each playing an important 
part. It is an effort of which we will always be proud. 
 
Today let us remember their courage and sacrifice. 
 
 
 
 
 


