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1 Items for Decision

No items this week.

2 ltems for Discussion

No items this week.

3 ltems for lnformation

3.1 | Government support for contemporary popular New Zealand music
(including the voluntary Code) - update

. ln June 2018 the Minister for Arts, Culture and Heritage asked the Ministry
to undertake work on the contemporary popular New Zealand music
landscape and how government policies are working (BR20181312
refers). The Minister also wrote to the Radio Broadcasters Association
(RBA), asking it to maintain existing arrangements with the voluntary Code
in the meantime.

. The Ministry informed the contemporary popular New Zealand music sector
of this upcoming work in late June. We have received positive responses
to this news from several different parts of the sector. We are now
developing a terms of reference for the work for the Minister's approval in
early August. The first step will be to develop a draft issues paper informed
by extensive dialogue with a wide range of sector experts.

. The RBA has written to the Ministry seeking an opportunity to discuss 
the voluntary Code. 

The Ministry will ensure to keep discussions focused on
identifying issues rather than leaping to solutions at this stage, and will
keep you informed as this work progresses.

Contact: Colin Holden, Manager Arts and Media Policy, 

3.2 | Request for Proposals for DAB research is now online

. The Request for Proposals for providers to undertake the research into
Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) is now online on the government
procurement website qets.qovt. nz.

. The research will look into how overseas jurisdictions have approached
DAB, the demand from consumers and broadcasters and a cost-benefit
analysis.

. The final deadline for proposals is 16 August 2018. After that the Ministry
and MBIE officials will make a decision on which proposal to choose.

. The research is due to be completed by 30 November 2018.

Gontact: Colin Holden, Manager Arts and Media Policy, 
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3.3 | Australian Senate inquiry into the economic and cultural value of
Australian content on broadcast, radio and streaming services

economic and cultural value of Australian content on broadcast, radio and
streaming services. The Environment and Communications References
Committee is presently accepting submissions, and its reporting date is 17
October 2018. The Committee is considering:

o the current state and operation of the market for Australian television
and music industry

o the contribution the Australian television and music industries make to
the economy

o the value and importance of local content requirements for television,
radio and streaming services in Australia.

. ln July 2018, in a joint submission, APRA AMCOS and Screen Producers
Australia (SPA) have highlighted the similar regulatory issues the screen
and music industries face and the shared value these industries place on
local content quotas (there has been an Australian quota for radio since
1942 and for television since 1961 ).

. Their submission asks for the introduction of Australian content quotas for
streaming services. lf this approach was taken, it could potentially result in
lower percentages of New Zealand music on music streaming services in
Australia and New Zealand. This is because the music streaming services
(such as Spotify Australia & New Zealand, based in Sydney) in many cases
offer music playlists that have both Australian and New Zealand music,
such as its weekly New Music Friday playlist.

Contact: Colin Holden, Manager Arts and Media Policy, 

iiC r:ie,l
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3.4 | Outcome of meetings with other departments on Budget 2019 public
media initiative

. 

. 

. 

. 

Contact: Colin Holden, Manager Arts and Media Policy, 
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4 Media Developments

4.1 lndy magazines boom in UK

. ln the United Kingdom, the Obseryer is reporting on a trend for younger
adult readers to support a growing range of "indy magazines", produced by
small publishers. The number of titles has more than tripled in five
years. Some examples noted by the Observer:"Accent, a magazine that
celebrates 'misfits and free spirits' . . Stitch, Bitch!, which aims to 'make
fashion better and fairer for young people', Sonshrne, offering tips for those
raising boys for an equal world" and "Delayed Gratification, an'antidote to
throwaway media"' which practices "slow journalism" examining events
"after the dust has settled".

. The paper comments that, like the revival of vinyl records, the trend can be
considered a reaction, "a stylish stand against the march of technology and
the fast pace of the digital age". But, "since many readers of these niche
titles are young, the boom must be fed by a feel for the exotic nature of
print, rather than by nostalgia".

. ln a possibly related trend, the Observer notes that even Facebook has
launched a quarterly business magazine, Grow.

Contact: Colin Holden, Manager Arts and Media Policy, 

Nr".rtes

4.2 | Facebook faces problems in tackling misuse of its products to foment
violence

. ln response to news stories revealing how groups in Sri Lanka,
Myanmar and lndia have used Facebook to spread misinformation that
has stoked inter-communal violence, Facebook has announced that it is
to start deleting content that has been posted "with the purpose of
contributing to or exacerbating violence or physical harm". lt has begun
doing so in Sri Lanka.

. Commentators have cautiously welcomed the new policy, while noting
that few details about the thresholds or criteria that will guide it have yet
been released. lt has also been pointed out that those involved in
inciting violence are also using WhatsApp, in large inter-connected
groups. WhatsApp's content, because it is encrypted end to end,
cannot be moderated in the same way. However, the Guardian cites an
lndian police chief commenting that "the new Facebook policy could be
helpful at eliminating some of the source videos and memes that get
shared through WhatsApp, nipping them in the bud".

Contact: Colin Holden, Manager Arts and Media Policy, 

ll(rlliit.{

Weekly report for the Minister of Broadcasting,
Communications and Digital Media Week beginning 30 July 2018 4

IN CONF!DENCE

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

       PROACTIVELY RELEASED BY THE MINISTER OF
BROADCASTING, COMMUNICATIONS AND DIGITAL MEDIA



IN CONFIDENCE

4.3 News Corp attacks Australian public broadcasters' online services

. As the Australian government inquiry into competitive neutrality in the
media continues, News Corp Australia has said that the presence of
ABC and SBS news online, with tax-payer funding, has resulted in "a
lack of a level playing field for the distribution of news content online".

. The corporation, which publishes the Ausfralian and Daily Telegraph
newspapers, has also criticised the ABC for buying ads on Google and
Facebook promoting its content, and for its arrangements with digital
billboard operators to show the ABC in locations such as airports and
malls. lt maintains that such activity is inconsistent with the ABC's
charter obligation to consider and complement the offerings of other
media.

. The ABC has responded by stating its wish to answer the criticism in
further testimony to the review panel.

Contact: Colin Holden, Manager Arts and Media Policy, 

Notes
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5 Upcoming Opportunities, Announcements and Events

Opportunity / Announcement /
Event Date Status

Victoria University - fourth estate 12 September Speaking opportunity

6 Recommended Action

6.1 I Proactive release

. The Ministry will be proactively releasing July status reports on its website
at the end of August:

" Agree that the Ministry releases this weekly report once it has been
considered by you, with mobile numbers of officials being redacted
because of personal privacy considerations; AND

" Note the proposed redactions for item 3.1 because this issue is still
under active consideration.

Contact: Kim Rex, Manager Ministerial Services, 

Hon Clare Curran

Minister of Broadcasting,
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