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Left: Second World War veteran Keith Keith-Kirk with his eight year old grandson, James Lithgow on ANZAC 
Day. Photographed by Evening Post staff photographer Phil Reid on the 25th of April 1989.
National Library of New Zealand Ref: EP/1989/1460/28A-F

Over page: Gallipoli Landing. Painting by Charles Edward, 1872-1934  From an original picture now in the 
National Art Gallery, Sydney. Another version of the painting is held in the National War Art Collection, 
Archives New Zealand.
National Library of New Zealand Ref: D-017-010
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WHAT IS ANZAC DAY? 

Each year on 25 April we observe Anzac Day – a commemoration first held to mark the anniversary of the 
Gallipoli landings, but which has since come to have a broader significance. 

Those first Anzac Day services naturally looked back to the Gallipoli campaign, New Zealand’s first major 
engagement of the First World War, where most of New Zealand’s war dead up to that date had fallen. By 
1918, though, the nation’s attention was firmly focused on the Western Front in Europe – a campaign of 
much greater significance and one that would ultimately claim almost five times as many New Zealand 
lives as Gallipoli. 

The New Zealand Division had arrived in France in 1916, and taken part in the Somme campaign 
later that year. It spent most of 1917 in Belgium, fighting in major and costly actions at Messines and 
Passchendaele, before returning to the battlefields of France in 1918. It would be April 1919 before Anzac 
Day was first commemorated in peacetime. 

During and after the First World War, commemorating Anzac Day helped distressed communities make 
sense of the conflict’s terrible toll. The hundreds of civic monuments erected throughout the country 
between 1916 and the late 1930s remain the most tangible expression of New Zealanders’ sorrow and 
pride in their wartime sacrifices.

Over the following decades, Anzac Day would come to embrace New Zealanders’ service and losses 
during the Second World War, and in Korea, Vietnam and many other conflicts – yet more than a century 
on it remains closely linked to its Gallipoli origins.

In 2018, as we gaze back towards that first Anzac Day, we have the opportunity to shift our focus 
from Gallipoli to the Western Front in France and Belgium, as well as to other conflicts in which New 
Zealanders have been involved.

Anzac Day also represents an opportunity to recognise the diversity of New Zealanders’ experiences 
of war. As well as those who did not return, we should remember the many more who did, and 
acknowledge their struggles and achievements in post-war society. We should also remember those at 
home who supported, endured or opposed wars.
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The Chair and Members of the 
National War Memorial Advisory Council

in the presence of

The Honourable Sir William Young KNZM QC
Administrator of the Government
and Lady Young

and

The Honourable Kelvin Davis
Minister for Crown/Māori Relations

welcome you to

the Anzac Day National Commemoration
Wednesday 25 April 2018

Right: Anzac Day ceremony, Basin Reserve, Wellington, 1930.  
Evening Post photograph. Photographer unidentified. 1989.  
National Library of New Zealand Ref: EP-0496-1/2-G
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Today marks the 
centenary of the 
last Anzac Day 
commemorated 
during the First 
World War.

Anzac Day 1918 
was three years 
after the Gallipoli 
landings, and 
New Zealand 
was a war-weary 
nation. The 
enthusiasm that 

had followed the call to arms had long since given 
way to disillusionment, the anguish of loss, and 
the daily grind of supporting the war effort.

1918 was another year of heavy casualties for New 
Zealand, particularly on the Western Front, where 
nearly 5,000 New Zealanders lost their lives. 
Operating in the most trying of circumstances, 
our service personnel continued to live up to their 
fine reputation, and six Victoria Crosses were won 
during that final year of battle.

In April 1918, it seemed like there was no end 
in sight: in retrospect, we know that peace was 
almost on the horizon. In November, following 
the agreement of an armistice, the guns finally fell 
silent.

This November, our commemorations will focus 
on the journey home and the beginning of 
healing, at a time when the War’s terrible after-
effects on individuals and families were not well 
understood.

Her Excellency the Right Honourable Dame 
Patsy Reddy GNZM QSO
Governor-General of New Zealand

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF NEW ZEALAND
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100 years ago 
today, as New 
Zealanders 
gathered to 
remember the 
fallen, a peaceful 
Europe seemed a 
very far off hope 
indeed. And after 
more than three 
years of arduous 
conflict, our 
soldiers on the 
Western Front 
would have felt 

the distance between them and their loved ones 
back home more keenly than ever.

In 2018 we commemorate the experiences of all 
New Zealanders during that final and momentous 
year of the First World War.

By the end of 1918, our war losses approached 
17,000. The majority, more than 12,000 personnel, 
lost their lives on the Western Front from 1916 
to 1918. This ever-increasing toll, and sustained 
hardships on the home front, created widespread 
disenchantment with the war effort.

A glimmer of hope appeared for New Zealand 
forces in the last week of the war, when our forces 
liberated the French town of Le Quesnoy during 
their last major offensive. This established an 
enduring connection with New Zealand and the 

liberation is anchored in the collective memory of 
people in both nations. Each year Le Quesnoy also 
takes time to remember our Anzacs.

On 11 November 1918 at 11am, the darkness 
gave way as the declaration of an Armistice 
took effect. Celebrations were subdued in New 
Zealand as we suffered the ravages of the 1918 
Influenza pandemic, and as our servicemen and 
women started to return home, it was to a country 
changed by the psychological, political and 
cultural legacy of the war.

Nearly every New Zealand community has its 
First World War story etched on its war memorial. 
Created to honour lost friends and loved ones, 
each stands as a constant reminder to the horror 
and futility of war. Equally, each gives us cause 
to reflect on what peace means to us as New 
Zealanders – now and into the future.

These centenary commemorations have helped us 
deepen our understanding of the First World War. 
As we consider the service and sacrifices made, 
we also recognise the impact of these experiences 
in shaping our distinct national identity and our 
enduring commitment to peace, global security 
and international cooperation.

The Right Honourable Jacinda Ardern
Prime Minister of New Zealand

MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER OF NEW ZEALAND
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ORDER OF CEREMONY 

This commemoration is being televised live 
between 11.00 am and 12.00 pm and there will be 
media photographers present 

ROYAL GUARD OF HONOUR
The Royal Guard of Honour, found from the 
New Zealand Defence Force, with the Royal New 
Zealand Air Force Band, marches on to Anzac 
Square

ARRIVALS
Official guests are welcomed by Paul James, Chief 
Executive, Ministry for Culture and Heritage, and 
Rear Admiral David Ledson ONZM (Rtd), Chair, 
National War Memorial Advisory Council 

PLEASE STAND

The Honourable Sir William Young KNZM QC, 
Administrator of the Government, arrives, receives 
a Royal Salute and inspects the Royal Guard of 
Honour and the RNZAF Band

PLEASE BE SEATED

Respects at the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior

Karanga by June Jackson MNZM, Taranaki Whanui

Sir William and Lady Young lay tributes and pay 
their respects

Rangimarie, the Peace Bell, tolls

COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE
Welcome and opening
Ward Kamo
Ngāti Matanga, Ngāi Tahu 
Master of Ceremonies

NATIONAL ANTHEMS (ALL SING)
The New Zealand Secondary Students’ Choir and 
the Royal New Zealand Air Force Band lead the 
National Anthems

Advance Australia Fair
Australians all let us rejoice
For we are young and free
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil,
Our home is girt by sea:
Our land abounds in nature’s gifts
Of beauty rich and rare,
In history’s page let every stage
Advance Australia fair
In joyful strains then let us sing
Advance Australia fair

Aotearoa
E Ihowā Atua,
O ngā iwi mātou rā
Āta whakarangona;
Me aroha noa
Kia hua ko te pai;
Kia tau tō atawhai;
Manaakitia mai
Aotearoa
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God Defend New Zealand
God of Nations at Thy feet,
In the bonds of love we meet,
Hear our voices, we entreat,
God defend our free land
Guard Pacific’s triple star
From the shafts of strife and war,
Make her praises heard afar,
God defend New Zealand

CHAPLAIN’S READING
Chaplain Class 2 Peter Olds RNZN
Ecclesiasticus 44:1-10, 13-14

HISTORICAL READING
The Honourable Kelvin Davis
Minister for Crown/Māori Relations
‘Fellow members of a brave family,’  
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 December 1915

ANZAC ADDRESS
The Honourable Sir William Young KNZM QC
Administrator of the Government

New Zealand Secondary Students’ Choir
Salve Regina - David N. Childs, in Latin

READINGS BY YOUTH 
REPRESENTATIVES
Sam Keogh
Representing the youth of New Zealand
Reflections from two former students of Wellington 
College sourced from walkingwithananzac.co.nz

Liam Kennedy
Representing the youth of Australia
Letter from Mrs. Darcy Webb to the Minister of 
Defence seeking information about the death of her 
nephew, November 1917

Annissa Greenlees
Representing the youth of Turkey
Tribute by Kemal Atatürk

PLEASE REMAIN SEATED

New Zealand Secondary Students’ Choir
Spring Rain - Ēriks Ešenvalds. Commissioned by 
the NZ Youth Choir and NZSSC for the NZ Choral 
Federation’s Choral Connect 17

Requiem

B J Clark
National President
Royal New Zealand Returned and Services’ 
Association

On the morning of 25 April 1915, Australian and 
New Zealand troops landed under fire at Gallipoli. It 
was then and in the battles which followed, that the 
Anzac tradition was formed. On this day, above all 
days, we remember all those who served our nation 
in times of war

We remember with pride their courage, their 
compassion and their comradeship. We remember 
what they accomplished for New Zealand, and 
indeed for the freedom of humanity. We honour 
those who died or were disabled in the tragedy of 
war. They adorn our nation’s history
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We remember those who fell on the veldt in 
Southern Africa, in the valleys and on the ridges of 
Gallipoli, in the sands and terraced hills of the Sinai 
and Palestine, in the mud of France and Belgium, 
on the sands of the North African desert, among 
the mountains and olive groves of Greece, Crete 
and Italy and in the jungles of the Solomon Islands, 
in the skies over Europe, the Pacific, the Malayan 
Peninsula, Singapore and Burma, on or under all of 
world’s oceans and seas, in Korea, Malaya, Borneo, 
Thailand and Vietnam

We also remember those who fell in more recent 
conflicts – Bosnia, Kuwait, East Timor and 
Afghanistan, as well as the ongoing service of our 
younger men and women who served and are 
serving in conflict areas across the globe, in the 
land and air and on the sea, with our Allies and the 
United Nations, to bring security, stability, peace 
and opportunities to those who cannot protect 
themselves. Whether in the jungle of East Timor, 
the deserts of Iraq or the hills of Afghanistan, or 
the air and seas surrounding the Middle East, New 
Zealanders have served, fought, suffered and died

We remember those who returned home wounded 
– in body and mind - suffered as prisoners of war, 
and those who died in captivity. We remember 
their families whose sacrifices also were great and 
continue to be. We remember staunch friends and 
allies, especially those who fought alongside us on 
that first Anzac Day in 1915

The Peace Bell tolls

LAYING OF WREATHS
The Honourable Sir William Young KNZM QC 
Administrator of the Government 
and Lady Young
on behalf of Her Majesty The Queen

The Honourable Kelvin Davis
Minister for Crown/Māori Relations 
on behalf of the government and people of New 
Zealand

His Excellency Ewen McDonald
High Commissioner of Australia
on behalf of the government and people of 
Australia

Mr Sadullah Uzun
Chargé d’Affaires
Embassy of the Republic of Turkey
on behalf of the government and people of the 
Republic of Turkey

Nicola Willis MP
on behalf of the Opposition

Lieutenant General Tim Keating MNZM 
Chief of Defence Force
and Mrs Brenda Keating
on behalf of the New Zealand Defence Force and 
their families

Trevor Appleton
representing the Royal New Zealand Naval 
Association
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Diane Tews
representing the Royal New Zealand Naval 
Women’s Association

Lewis Robinson
representing the Merchant Navy Association

Derek Whitwam
representing the Russian Convoy Club of New 
Zealand

Bill Russell
representing the New Zealand Malaya Veterans’ 
Association

Joe Kerr
representing the New Zealand Vietnam Veterans’ 
Association

Air Commodore Terence Gardiner MNZM RNZAF 
(Rtd)
representing the Royal New Zealand Air Force 
Association

Air Vice-Marshall Robin Klitscher CBE DFC AFC 
(Rtd)
representing the New Zealand Federation of 
Brevet Clubs

Des Vinten 
on behalf of Korean Veterans

Members of the Diplomatic Corps

Councillor Jill Day
Deputy Mayor of Wellington
on behalf of the citizens of Wellington

Tony Lynch
Deputy Secretary of Defence
representing the Secretary of Defence

Commodore Mathew Williams MNZM
Deputy Chief of Navy
representing the Chief of Navy

Brigadier Mike Shapland
representing the Chief of Army

Air Commodore Mark Brunton
Deputy Chief of Air Force
representing the Chief of Air Force

Acting Commissioner Mike Clement
on behalf of the New Zealand Police

Sam Keogh, Liam Kennedy and  
Annissa Greenlees
representing the youth of New Zealand, Australia 
and Turkey

BJ Clark
National President
Royal New Zealand Returned And Services’ 
Association
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New Zealand Secondary Students’ Choir 
accompany the wreath laying

Lacrimosa - Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, from 
Requiem in D Minor, in Latin

Stemning - Hugo Alfvén, in Danish

Hine, E Hine - Arr. Dr Andrew Withington, in Māori

The Seal Lullaby - Eric Whitacre

Hine Ma Tov - Arr. Neil Ginsberg, in Hebrew

COMMEMORATION

PLEASE STAND

Last Post

Uniformed personnel salute

The flags of the New Zealand and the 
Commonwealth of Australia are lowered to half 
mast

The Ode

Chaplain Class 2 Peter Olds RNZN
E kore ratou e kaumātuatia
Penei i a tatou kua mahue nei
E kore hoki ratou e ngoikore
Ahakoa pehea i nga ahuatanga o te wa.
I te hekenga atu o te ra
Tae noa ki te aranga mai i te ata
Ka maumahara tonu tatou ki a ratou

Response: Ka maumahara tonu tatou ki a ratou

BJ Clark
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them

Response: We will remember them

ONE MINUTE SILENCE

ROUSE
The flags of New Zealand and the Commonwealth 
of Australia are raised to full mast head

Prayer of Peace

PLEASE REMAIN STANDING

DEPARTURE
The Official Party move from the stage

SECOND ROYAL SALUTE
The Honourable Sir William Young KNZM QC 
receives a second Royal Salute

Sir William and Lady Young depart

The Royal Guard of Honour and the Royal New 
Zealand Air Force Band march off
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LAYING OF WREATHS AND FLOWERS
Flowers have traditionally been laid on graves 
and memorials of the dead.  Although wreaths 
used overseas are often artificial and feature the 
traditional poppy associated with Armistice Day, 
in New Zealand wreaths are usually made of fresh 
flowers.

The ‘poppy’ has a special significance in relation 
to ANZAC Day in New Zealand – when poppies are 
traditionally worn.  The Friday before ANZAC Day 
is designated Poppy Day and is organised by the 
RNZRSA for the welfare of war veterans and their 
families

FLAGS AT HALF-MAST
The tradition of lowering flags to half-mast as a 
sign of remembrance is believed to have naval 
origins.  As a sign of respect for important persons, 
ships would lower their sails, thus slowing the 
vessel and allowing for the other vessel to come 
alongside and board if need be.  In time, only the 
ship’s flags were lowered as a symbolic gesture.  
This practice was also adopted on land.  At wreath 
laying ceremonies it is customary to half-mast the 
flag during the playing of the Last Post as a sign of 
remembrance, and then to raise the flag to the top 
of the masthead as the Rouse is sounded

THE ODE
Many ceremonies of remembrance include a 
recitation of The Ode.  It is the fourth stanza of ‘For 
the Fallen’, a poem written by Laurence Binyon 
(1869-1943) in 1914. It is usual for The Ode to be 

recited in the official languages of New Zealand by 
a veteran at all wreath laying ceremonies 

During September-October 1939 throughout ten 
Allied countries, and upon the suggestion of FIDAC 
(Inter-allied Federation of Ex-Servicemen), the 
25th anniversary of Laurence Binyon’s “For the 
Fallen”, was observed

This is one of the most famous and enduring war 
poems, and it was written at an historic moment – 
just after the retreat from Mons and the victory of 
the Marne

As to how it came to be written, Laurence Binyon 
said: “I can’t recall the exact date beyond that it 
was shortly after the retreat. I was set down, out of 
doors, on a cliff in Polzeath, Cornwall. The stanza 
‘They Shall Grow Not Old’ was written first and 
dictated the rhythmical movement of the whole 
poem”

LAST POST AND ROUSE
The Last Post is a bugle call that signals the end 
of the day.  It became incorporated into funeral 
and memorial services as a final farewell and 
symbolises that the duty of the dead is over 
and that they can rest in peace.  It is customary 
to recite The Ode after the sounding of Last 
Post.  The Rouse signifies that, after a period of 
mourning, life and duty continue
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This National Commemoration was arranged by the Visits and Ceremonial Office, 
Department of Internal Affairs, in partnership with the Ministry for Culture and 
Heritage, the New Zealand Defence Force, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 
and the Royal New Zealand Returned and Services’ Association  

Ward Kamo appears courtesy of Celebrity Speakers (NZ)

Television coverage was made possible by TVNZ with support from NZ on Air

We gratefully acknowledge the support of:

The Great War Exhibition
Massey University
Wellington High School
Mt Cook School
Wellington City Council

Right: View from above the beach at Gallipoli. 
Painting by Cyrus Cincinatto Cuneo, 1879-1916.
National Library of New Zealand Ref: D-017-011
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