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As previously advised, requests for opinion are not considered to be requests for 
information under the Official Information Act as per guidance from the office of the 
Ombudsman. The Office of the Ombudsman guidance notes that “Official information 
laws can’t be used to force agencies to engage in debate or to create justifications or 
explanations in relation to something a person might be interested in.” However, the 
Auditor-General is an Officer of Parliament with its own powers to undertake 
investigations. It is not up to the Ministry to consider an audit.   
 

In making my decision, I have considered the public interest considerations in section 
9(1) of the OIA.   
 
If you wish to discuss this decision with us, please feel free to contact 
oia@mch.govt.nz  
 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this 
decision. Information about how to make a complaint is available at 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 

 
Glenis Philip-Barbara 
Pou Mataaho o Te Hua - Deputy Chief Executive, Delivery 
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